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Press Release 

Belgian school children help animate European energy policy

Brussels, April 23 2009: European Commissioner for Energy, Andris Piebalgs visited Sint Jozefsschool Eizer in Overijse today to meet school children taking part in a pioneering new animation project for children.   The Young Energy Savers (YES) project, which is supported by the European Commission
, will produce a series of cartoons animations to help teach youngsters about energy issues which will be available for free to European broadcasters. 

Sint Jozefsschool is one of five European schools in Belgium, Italy, Ireland, Poland and Bulgaria working with animators and leading energy experts including WWF, to develop the series which will tackle issues such as energy conservation, renewable energy and sustainable transport. 
Commissioner Piebalgs said: “The European Commission takes great interest in seeing how children perceive energy issues. By doing this, we can ensure that we use the right language and messages when we communicate with children about energy. By working with the youngsters of today we can help give Europe a truly sustainable energy system that is clean and provides long-term security, with energy efficiency at its heart. Cartoon animation would seem to be a good way to appeal to children both inside and outside of the classroom. I look forward to seeing the results." 
100 children between the ages of 6 and 8 have been chosen from Sint Jozefsschool to work with experts from Technopolis® over the next 12 months through a series of focus groups. Technopolis®, the Flemish science centre, will evaluate their feedback along with science museums in the other four countries providing input for the animators for the production process. 

“We have already carried out our first survey with the school children and their initial views on energy were very revealing“, says Erik Jacquemyn, Managing Director of Technopolis®. “The animators have worked with this information to create characters and story lines that will fit to the children’s ideas and to current animation trends; today we are testing this on the children”. 

Project leader Luigi Petito said; “To communicate effectively with children, we have to speak their language. Animation works like magic, it crosses geographical boundaries and gender, age and cultural barriers. We are confident these projects are going to be a huge hit, reaching millions of European children and hopefully their parents too”. 

Lars Dupont, eight, is one of those who has been taking part in the Young Energy Savers project, and his family have already noticed changes in his attitudes to energy conservation. “Ever since Lars has been involved in this project he has been fascinated by the amount of energy we consume at home and how we can find ways to save it”. Says Kristof Dupont, Lars’s father and headmaster of Sint Jozefsschool. 
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Notes to the Editor 

� YES is funded by the Intelligent Energy Europe Programme – under the Intelligent Energy Education Initiative. For more information see: � HYPERLINK "http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/index_en.html" �http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/index_en.html� 





Partners:





Project Management 	Business Solutions Europa � HYPERLINK "http://www.bs-europa.eu" �www.bs-europa.eu�


Animation 		Griffilms � HYPERLINK "http://www.griffilms.com" �www.griffilms.com�  


Characters will be designer by internationally renowned animator Curtis Jobling, best known for Bob The Builder™. � HYPERLINK "http://www.curtisjobling.com" �www.curtisjobling.com�


Content 	WWF European Policy Programme - WWF (World Wide Fund for Nature) � HYPERLINK "http://www.panda.org/eu" �www.panda.org/eu� 


The Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe (REC) � HYPERLINK "http://www.rec.org" �www.rec.org�   


Pedagogic evaluation 





Belgium		Sint Jozefsschool Eizer – Overijse/ Technopolis	 � HYPERLINK "http://www.technopolis.be" �www.technopolis.be� 


Bulgaria		Primary School 120 “Georgi Stoikov Rakovski”  - Sophia/Artland 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.artland-bg.com" �www.artland-bg.com� 


Ireland		St. Patrick’s Girls National School – Dublin/Imaginosity  � HYPERLINK "http://www.imaginosity.ie" �www.imaginosity.ie� 


Italy	166° circolo didattico “Antonio Gramsci” – Rome/ Explora – il museo dei bambini di Roma (partner)  � HYPERLINK "http://www.mdbr.it" �www.mdbr.it�


Poland 	Elementary School 152 “Elizy Orzeszkowej” – Lodz/ ParkMiniatur S.A. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.parkminiatur.pl " �www.parkminiatur.pl � 


  


The series 


The series, which will be named and revealed at a later stage, will invite children to join the magical adventures Ben, Jac and Luc, a group of children with a thirst for adventure and a very special friend… The characters have been designed by internationally renowned animator Curtis Jobling, best known for Bob The Builder™. � HYPERLINK "http://www.curtisjobling.com" �www.curtisjobling.com�





Teaching Aids


The Animation will also be accompanied by a teaching pack which will be used, in conjunction with the series, in schools across Belgium to teach children about these issues.





More animations.. 


YES is the first of three European Commission-supported animation projects to be developed over the next couple of years.  The second project, ACTIVE will create series of animations to help children understand the importance of healthy eating and an active lifestyle, and the third project, Eco-Animation will teach children the importance of water conservation. See � HYPERLINK "http://www.animate-eu.com" �www.animate-eu.com� 
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